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The 
at 


work has gone on under the plan and direction of Elise du Pont, architect of 
Wilmington, Delaware, and the resulting effect is one of unmistakable charm 


du Pont 


e 
Recent visitors to Alva Belmont House, National Headquarters of the 


Woman's Party in Washington, have been amazed and delighted at tht 


Elis 


the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 


changes that have been wrought in the old coach-house on the pr 
and beauty. The talented young artist and architect received her traini 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 


throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


— Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Introduced in the Senate March 10 1933, 
by JoHN G. TowNsmEND, Delaware. 


Introduced in the House March 9, in 
by RBPRESENTATIVE Louis LUDLOW, Indiana. 


National Woman's Party 


Equal Rights 
Justice and the NRA 


HE NEW DEAL as it was first projected in the President’s 1 
with its guarantees of equality between the sexes in regard to hours 
and pay, gave the American woman worker reason to hope that the 
long-awaited day of justice had at last arrived. It was assumed that all dis- 
eriminations between men and women industrial workers had been wiped out. 


The height of this elation was matched by the bitterness of the disillusion- 
ment which followed when industry after industry adopted codes in which the 
rates of pay for women were lower than those prescribed for men. In addition 
to the practical disadvantages, there was the moral debasement inherent in 
the fact their own Government through the NRA placed women workers on a 
lower plane than men. | 

Now come assurances from the new Executive Director of the National 
gency Council, Donald R. Richberg, to Una R. Winter, Director of the 
omen’s Legislative Council of California and Editor of its official Bulletin, 
hat Mr. Richberg will do everything he can “with respect to the mainte- 
nance of the principle of equality for men and women workers.” 

What a wonderful thing if this nation were to show the world that the 
way out of the depression is not to degrade women, but to elevate them to 
an equal standard of citizenship with men. 


Merit Should Be the Only Test 


EACHERS everywhere and, in fact, everyone who believes in justice 
i will rejoice in the stand taken by Dr. Edwin C. Broome, Superintendent 

of Public Schools in Philadelphia, in regard to married women teachers. 
The head of the school system of the third largest city in the United States 
holds that fitness alone entitles one to a teaching position and that marriage, 
in the case either of man or woman, has nothing to do with the case. 

“The age has passed,” in the opinion of this well-known educator, “when 
it is possible to eliminate women, from the professions just because they are 
married.” Moreover, he maintains that the first duty of school officials is to 
“deal justly first with the pupils, and ure with the teachers to whose care 
the children are entrusted.“ 

In other words, the aim of all teaching should be to produce the highest 
type of citizenship, just as the objects of art and industry are to produce the 
most excellent products, whether symphonies or automobiles. Take those, for 
instance, who serve industry in a more or less professional capacity. The law 
firm which has an expert woman clerk or stenographer seeks to keep rather 


than to discharge her when she marries. Time and experience are needed to 


reach a high grade of proficiency. The advertising woman whose clever copy 


literally melts merchandise from the shelves carries on after marriage just as 


before. Instead of asking for her resignation, the firm is more apt to invite 
her to become a partner. A business corporation has no interest in the marital 
status of its officers and employees; its only obligation to the stockholders is 
to see that its agents acceptably perform the duties assigned to them. 

If one were dangerously ill, would she or he be concerned about whether 


the nurse or doctor were married or single? And in the thousands of cases 


where radium is being used to relieve excruciating pain, does anyone begrudge 
to Madame Curie the honor that * a married woman, helped her husband 
to discover it? 

What would happen to the arts, the opera, the stage, the dance, pageantry, 
authorship, painting, aviation, the planning of lovely homes and gardens, the 
movies, if all married women were forbidden to take part in them? 

There is no higher art than that of teaching a child in the way he should go. 
Mathematics can be the dullest and dreariest subject in the world, but under 
the guidance of an inspired teacher it can touch the imagination with wings 
that will carry it to the farthest star. It is a hoary platitude to say that the 
most powerful influences exerted upon human beings are, normally, those first 
of parents and, secondly, those of teachers; but its truth cannot be denied. 

Dr. Broome is right. How silly and reactionary to inquire whether a 
woman applicant for a teaching position, or a woman who is established as a 
teacher, is married or single, when the only matter that really counts is, 
whether teachers, regardless of sex, are trained and capable, and ready to 
follow their high calling with single-minded devotion. We hope the courageous 
cxample set by the Philadelphia Superintendent of Schools will be followed by 
other leaders in education throughout the land. 
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R. EDWIN C. BROOME, Superin- 
D tendent of Public Schools in Phila- 


delphia, included in his annual re- 


port to the Board of Public Education of 
that city the following in defense of the 
married woman as teacher. In no uncer- 
tain terms, he emphasizes the Constitu- 
tional principle of justice which grants 
every citizen the right to economic inde- 
pendence in whatever field he or she 
chooses; more than this, he strengthens 
in true American style society’s strongest 
bulwark for the perpetuation of ethical 
conduct and right living, marriage. It is 
gratifying to know that through the 
authoritative pen of one so prominent in 
the educational and civic life of the third 
largest city of our land, every argument 
against this much discussed but incontro- 
vertible question is met and answered in 
complete affirmation. Such a pronounce- 
ment deserves nation-wide publicity. 


“The mounting supply of available 
teachers during the last ten years,” says 
Dr. Broome, “has raised the question in 
many communities of the right of women 
supported by husbands to hold positions 
in public schools. In the minds of many 
the problem of the married woman teacher 
involves issues that are fundamental to 
the welfare of the home and of society. 
It is not clear, however, that the welfare 
of home and society is any more effected 
by the employment of married women as 
teachers than by the employment of mar- 
ried women in any other professional, 
commercial, or industrial occupations, 
private or public. There was a time when 
it was generally considered that woman’s 
place is in the home. Kinder, Küche, und 
Kirche,’ said the Germans, ‘comprise wom- 


Philadelphia Superintendent Stands Married 
Women Teachers 


By Sara B. Cummings, Chairman Penn- | 


sylvania Branch, National Woman's Party 


an's sphere.“ While some of us may still 
have a haunting sentiment that woman’s 
place is in the home, we must take into 
account the fact that times have changed. 
Higher education for women, woman suf- 
frage, equality of the sexes, and other 
modern influences, have placed women in 
a position of demanding that they have 
an equal right with men to live a business, 
industrial, or professional life, independ- 
ent of any marital state. To act on any 
different assumption, even if it seemed 
biologically or socially better to do so, 


would be flying in the face of the majority 


of women in the country, who also are 
citizens and voters, and are legally en- 
titled to all the rights and privileges that 
men, married or single, enjoy. The age 
has passed when it was possible to elimi- 
nate women from the professions, just be- 
cause they are married. 

“The argument that teaching divides 
the interest of married women so that 
they render less efficient and regular ser- 


vice to the schools cannot be sustained by 


experience. Against this argument might 
be urged the social claims on the time, 
energy, and interest of unmarried teach- 
ers. Because this argument raised the 
fundamental question of professional fit- 
ness, we undertook in Philadelphia a few 
years ago a general comparative study of 
the efficiency of married and single women 
teachers. The results of the study revealed 
that there was no measurable difference 


in either efficiency or in regularity of ser- 
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vice between married and single women. 

“An argument greatly stressed just 
now, and naturally so, because of the 
serious economic conditions, is that mar- 
ried women teachers hold positions that 
single women teachers should have. Of 
course it is as true, logically, that single 
men hold positions that married men 
should have. It is also true that there are 
many men and women in public positions 
who have adequate incomes independent 
of their salaries, and that there are many 
cases where two or three single daughters 
of the same family may be employed in 
public positions, and where the single 
daughters and sons of men of means hold 
public positions. This argument is based 
on the fallacy that the school system owes 
positions to people in accordance with 
their economic needs; whereas the chief 
obligation of a school system is towards 
the children, and it owes to them the duty 
of placing them under teachers who are 
best fitted, regardless of social position or 
economic state. Once we attempt to base 
the selection of teachers on their relative 
economic needs, we enter a wilderness of 
uncertainty, misrepresentation, conceal- 
ment of facts, influence and pressure, from 
which we could never escape. 


“As public officials, our first duty is to 
deal justly, first with the pupils, and 
secondly with the teachers to whose care 
the children are entrusted. There is no 
convincing reason for discriminating 
against married women as teachers. Nor 
do we find any restrictive clause in the 
Constitution, which protects the rights of 
all citizens, that denies to women citizens, 
because of matrimony, any of the rights 
which other citizens enjoy.” | 


Feminism Is Alive in Honduras 


NTHUSIASM in Honduras for the 
realization of Feminist ideals is 
shown by this fragment of an open 

letter from Maria Valle de Rodriguez, 
Honduran member of the Inter American 
Commission of Women, to Graciella Bog- 
ran, editor of “Alma Latina,” of Don 
Pedro Sula, Honduras, C. A., published 
in the September, 1934, issue. 

Senora Rodriguez, who was a valiant 
worker for the equality treaties at the 
Montevideo Conference, writes as follows 
to her Honduran co-worker in the Femin- 
ist movement: | 

“The work which the Inter American 
Commission accomplished at the VII In- 
ternational Conference at Montevideo 
Should be recorded—a work in which I 


had the honor of representing the women 
of Honduras. 


The two principal subjects advocated 
by us with all our strength and all our 
tenacity were the recognition of the equal 
nationality of women and the equal civil 


(Translated from the Spanish by 
Helena Hill Weed.) 


and political rights of women. The first 


was agreed to unanimously by the Con- 
ference. .... The second was recom- 
mended to the Governments of those coun- 
tries where women still lack these rights. 
The Treaty on Nationality was shortly 
after ratified by the United States and is 
now the law in that great country..... 
Now the children of those countries which 
signed this treaty [when ratified] will 
not be thrown out of their countries, or, 
better said, torn away from their mothers, 
if their father is an alien. Today when 
countries ,appear to be so nationalistic 
and egoistic, it is a great step forward 


which has been taken by these acts. Do 


you not think so, my friend? 

“Ought we Honduran women not make 
sure that this treaty—which the great 
internationalist, Dr. James Brown Scott, 
says ought to be called the Stevens Treaty, 
in honor of the mighty courage and spirit 
of the woman who was and is the Chair- 
man of the Inter American Commission 


of Women, and who worked so devotedly 
in Washington — ought we Honduran 
women, I repeat, not to work to have it 
accepted by our Congress and become the 
law of our country at the same time that 
we work to obtain the right to vote? The 
fact that the Constitution does not pro- 
hibit our right to vote, is a matter for 
consideration, and to us women, when a 
just cause leads us, this consideration 
urges us on. If it is denied us, and we 
appeal to the Court of Justice, and if that 


Court, in its turn, through the egotism. 


and malice of some men who think only 
of themselves and of making a ragamuffin 
of their country in order to satisfy their 
own ambitions, still denies it, let us pre- 


sent to Congress our just demand that it. 


give the vote to women, who are the ones 
who have the most right to arrange the. 
lives of their children; and thus we will 
have peace and progress in the future, to 


‘prepare them to take part in the destiny 


of their country with the self-denial which 
only women can give. : 


“We do not doubt that you will accept 


leadership and will form a group, and be 
the head of a phalanx of women devoted 
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even to the point of making great sacri- 
fices to obtain our just rights, saving our 
country perhaps from future evils. 

„I gave Miss Stevens your name and 
that of several other qualified friends so 


that she may write to them, uniting her 


voice with that of all the other women of 


the Americas, that you may place your 
brilliant talents and the volumes of your 
interesting review at the service of your 


Equal Rights 
country by starting a formidable cam- 
paign to give Honduran women the posi- 
tion that rightfully belongs to them.” 


(Signed) “Maria Valle de Rodriguez.” 


Donald R. Richberg Favors Equality 


F there is one individual whose influ- 
| ence would be paramount in any effort 
to remove discriminations against 
women in the NRA codes, that person is 
the new Executive Director of the Na- 
tional Emergency Council, Donald R. 
Richberg. And it appears that Mr. Rich- 
berg is ready to cooperate with those who 
are fighting against these discriminations 
to the fullest extent. | 
This welcome news is contained in an 
exchange of letters between Una R. Win- 
ter, Director of the Business Women’s 
Legislative Council of California and Edi- 
tor of its official Bulletin, and Mr. Rich- 
berg. | 
Mra. Winter’s letter reads: 


Upland, Calif., 
November 12, 1934. 


Donald R. Richberg, 
Executive Director, 
14th and G St., N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mn. RicHsBerc: 


The members of our organization were 
gratified to learn of your appointment as 
Executive Director of the re-organized 
NRA and that you had always favored 
the principle of equality for men and 
women workers. 

We urge you to help bring about fair- 
ness and justice to women workers under 
the 100 or more NRA codes that discrimi- 
nate against them at the present time. 


Women pay the same taxes, the’same 


} 
OBJECTIVES OF THE BUSINESS 
WOMEN’S LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
OF CALIFORNIA FOR 1934-1935 


1. To urge Congress to pass the proposed 
Equal Rights Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States,— 


“Men and women shall have Equal 
Rights throughout the United States 
and every place subject to its juris- 
diction.” 


(This Section 213 is one of the 
eauses of the discharge of married 
women in Federal, State, County = 
City Governments and private in- 

dustry.) 

3. To urge the cancelling of all existing 
discriminations against women in 
the NRA codes and to prevent their 
inclusion in any codes hereafter. 


4. To urge that all labor laws, State and 
National, such as WAGES and 
HOURS of work, apply alike to men 
and women doing the same kind of 
work and working the same number 
of hours. 


5. To investigate the cause of demoting 
women executives and the cause of 
men and boys replacing women 
workers. 

6. To watch this winter, the bills at 
sex on 

| the Legislature. 

7. To promote an educational campaign 

on the subject of the need of legal 
| and economic equality, in fact equal- 
ity in all human relationships. 

8. To aggressively oppose all discrimina- 
tory legislation affecting women and 
to actively support measures leading 
to women’s legal and economic free- 


prices for products that they (and their 
families) consume and suffer the same 
penalties for wrong-doing as men do. 
Why, then, does the Government sanction 
these discriminations and so deny them 
the rights of citizenship that men enjoy? 
What more can women do and give to 
their country to obtain simple justice and 
fair play? 

We ask you to champion this principle 
of equality regardless of sex and lend your 
influence in bringing to the women work- 


ers under the NRA codes a “New Deal” 


and a fairer one. 
5 Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) Una R. WIN 
Editor and Director, 


Business Women’s Legislative Council 
of California. 


Mr. Richberg replied: 


Washington, D. 0. 

November 16, 1934. 

Mrs. Una R. Winter, 

Editor and Director, | 

Business Women’s 1 Council 
of Calif., 

Upland, Calif. 

Dear Mrs. WINTER: 

This will acknowledge 8 of your 
letter of November 12th. 

You may be sure that I shall do every- 
thing that I can with respect to the 
maintenance of the principle of sited 
for men and women workers. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) Donatp R. Ricusere, 
The Executive Director, 
The National Emergency Council. 


Declares Pioneer Spirit Must be Kindled Anew 


HE end of feudalism and the advent 
T of the capitalistic system sounded 

a new day but also a new doom for 
women. For then came the idea and the 
ideal that every man could own and accu- 
mulate wealth and could use that wealth 
to acquire more wealth and transmit the 
total to his children and children’s chil- 
dren or the world to come. 

Into this growing divergence of mascu- 
line and feminine interests came the ma- 
chine. The machine is no respecter of 
persons or of sexes. As it made useless 
the crude tools of the ambitious artisan, 
as its child—the modern corporation— 
closed the doors of the lone shopkeeper, 
so swiftly and irrevocably it swept from 
the home, woman’s workshop, the daily 
household tasks by which she had been 
able to keep her economic self-respect. 
There is no need to enumerate. From the 
tallow candle to the vacuum cleaner, the 
machine has beaten her at her own job— 
is quicker, cheaper, more sure. 

But that system went the eventual way 


Speech of Lena Madesin Phillips, 
President National Council of Women, 
and President International Association 
of Business and Professional Women, at 


Convention Banquet of the Woman's 


Party, November 17, in New York. 


of all systems. The world became a great 
market place and the working partner- 
ship of man and woman was dissolved. 
With almost modern efficiency each began 
to specialize. Man’s ideal became a ma- 
terial ideal: to make a success of his busi- 
ness; to become rich; to gain the tangi- 
bles. Woman’s ideal centered her efforts 
upon people—their physical well-being, 
their mental development, their happiness 
and security. 

Thus life became cleft in twain: his 
world of the dollar, hers of the household 
and children; his world of paid jobs; hers 
of unpaid; his world of affairs, hers of 
human relationships; his reward in dol- 
lars and cents, hers in good deeds done; 
his fortune in the bank, hers in the chil- 


dren; his glory now, hers in the next gen- 
eration. The world then became a truly 
competitive world—not of races or creeds 
alone, but of individuals. And a competi- 
tive world predetermines defeat for the 
weak, the inexperienced and the weapon 
less. 

In the feudal state the family had been 
an economic unit. Wives were joined with 
husbands in a struggle for existence. 
Bound to the land as serfs they may have 
been, but they were pute in a joint 


enterprise. 


Within this growing machine age came 
those pioneer women who by their vision 
and courage and persistence led the way 
to our freedom of today. The right to 
learn, the right to be gainfully employed, 
the right to vote —all these are historic 


landmarks reached by the painful efforts 


of our leaders. Now the path of progress 
is trod only by persevering feet. New 
trails are not blazed with soft hands. 
The old days were the days of action. 
Not without criticism, ostracism, ridicule, 
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jail and rotten eggs could our predecessors 
gain for us a political and economic inde- 
pendence, but we are a kid-glove tribe. 
We can hold meetings, make speeches, 
pass resolutions but our method is one of 


words only, not of action. This I read 


on a postcard the other day: “We were 
once a nation of doers but now we have 
become a race of talking leaders and chat- 
tering followers.” Within the week the 
front page of one of our metropolitan 
dailies carried a statement made by one 
of the best-known magazine writers in 
speaking of a great State convention of 
women’s clubs that “It was the same old 
contralto, bla bla bla. Nothing new in 
the last thirty years.“ 

What I have said applies less to the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party than to almost any 
women’s organization that I know. You 
are not afraid either of the threats of men 
or the sneers of women. Almost single- 
handed, for the leadership was yours 
alone, you have within the year gained a 
great signal victory for women, in the 
Montevideo nationality treaty. 

But today the whole woman movement 
is not only threatened but is being pushed 
back. We see it in Germany, in Italy, in 
America. Yes, I know that we have our 
first woman member of the President’s 
Cabinet, and our first Minister to a for- 
eign country. That is fine recognition but 
one does not gain a true outline by look- 
ing only at the top branch of the tree. 
What about those lower down and still 
lower, clear to the ground? What about 
those branches marked “Married Women 
in Business”? What about the hundred 
codes accepted with a differential between 


the minimum wage for woman and for 
man? What about the appointments of 
power and prestige or the elections in 


MESSAGE SENT TO THE NATIONAL 
WOMAN’S PARTY AT ITS CON- 
VENTION BANQUET IN NEW 
YORK, NOVEMBER 17, 1934, BY 
REPRESENTATIVE LOUIS LUD- 
LOW OF INDIANA. REPRESEN. 
TATIVE LUDLOW WILL INTRO. 
DUCE THE EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT ON THE OPENING 
DAY OF CONGRESS. 


To the pg Woman’s Party: 

I am sorry that work in connection 
with ‘the yp Be Committee keeps 
me from joining you tonight. I wish to 
convey to you the fact that I am with you 
completely in the work you are under. 
taking. I have known the Woman’s Party 
since 1916, when I had the pleasure and 
the privilege of working with you for the 
— of the Susan B. Anthony Amend 

giving women the right to vote. The 
2 Mott Amendment, whien will 
give women Equal Rights with men be- 
ore the law, is a natural sequence of this 
Amendment. 

I am sincerely in favor of removing 
every discrimination against women in the 
laws of the United States. I shall gladly 
accede to your request that I introduce 
the Equal Rights Amendment. To my 
mind nothing is more fundamental than 
establishing this measure of justice for 
women at once. Women have stood by 
the country in every way and it is not too 
much to expect this Congress to stand by. 
women. This matter is of paramount im- 
portance. Nothing that is before us is of 
more urgency than the passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment, and it is my 
plan to introduce 1 on the opening day 
of the coming session of Congress. 


political understanding? One swallow 
certainly makes a sun-up as far as wom- 
en go. 

And so as little by little women fall 
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back, we see more clearly that the pioneer 
job is not yet done. We see, too, that the 
path of progress is not the path of com- 
promise. The path of progress in times of 
stress has not been the path of compro- 
mise. Washington did not stay his hand 
nor his sword lest some minor injustice 
be done. Lincoln, with all his great loving 


heart, did not stay his hand nor the na- 


tion’s sword in compromise. Great causes 
demand great measures. 

A disheartening message. Yes. When 
one considers the millions of women 
united in organizations, investing liter- 
ally centuries of time, millions of dollars, 
unmeasured effort and the results which 
this investment brings. Fired by a great 
zeal, lead by a great leadership, they could 
achieve almost anything within thought 
but this achievement will not come simply 
by talking. It must come by women mak- 
ing up their minds what it is they really 
want, and then bravely and persistently 
going out and getting that thing. Perhaps 
our cause which makes us one with the 
oppressed peoples of the world, the inar- 
ticulate minorities, might well be strength- 
ened by joining our forces with those of 
the other suppressed. Perhaps our equal 


right and equal opportunity may come 


only through the great upheaval toward 
which our civilization draws so danger- 
ously near. Whatever the method, we 
may be sure it is the method of all con- 
quering force. It is not easy. It is not 
pleasant. It is not compromising. It is 
appraisal, conviction, determination—that 
this thing must be. When these experi- 
ences possess and dominate woman, equal- 
ity will come. 


Back to What Home? 


HE latest expert on the woman’s 

problem is George Jean Nathan, the 

dapper and elegant dramatic critic 

of Vanity Fair. Perhaps you have read 
his solution to our present ills. 

This is quite a pronunciamento in itself, 

but it is not to be laughed off lightly. Mr. 


Nathan expresses the viewpoint of a large 


group who insist on regarding work as a 
necessity for a man, but an indulgence for 
a woman. They would, they tell you, send 
her back into the home. The only problem 
is, What home? 

A great many of the difficulties working 
women are facing today are based on the 
fact that most people, when they think 
of the history of women, think of the 
history of the lady. After all, she is al- 
most the only woman who found her way 
into the epics and chansons and diaries 
on which our knowledge of the past is 
based. The lady presided over the courts 
of love and ran her castle with plenty of 
serfs in attendance and waited, with her 
loom at her side, for her knight to come 
back from the wars. By a natural tran- 
sition she waited, in later centuries with 


Excerpts from Speech of Gretta Palmer, 


Writer and Feminist, Columnist for New 


York World-Tribune, at the Woman's 
Party Convention Dinner, November 17, 
in New York 


her embroidery hoop, for her husband to 
come back from his banking house or his 
seat on the bench. She had very little 
work to do in some periods, and a large, 
executive duty in others, when a whole 
castle or plantation looked to her for 
guidance and advice. 

In the past thirty years or so, the lady 
has discovered that the modern world 
offers more fun outside the home than in 
it. In a spirit of adventure, she has taken 
up skiing at the proper season, or a pet 
charity or running a job as assistant 
buyer in a decorating shop. She has sim- 
ply pursued her search for amusement 
outside the home and has occasionally 
wandered into business or a profession, 
without occasioning any great economic 
upset. No matter how excellent the work 
she does, she is rare enough to offer little 


competition to men in the grim business 
of earning a living. 
She has a home, to which she can scurry 


back, whenever the going is too hard. But 


remember she is the lady. She is not 
woman. 

The working woman, as Mr. Nathan 
would probably sketch her to you, is the 
lady. She is working for pin money and 
fox scarves, and it is rather naughty of 
her to do so when her job is needed by the 
head of a family. Her home runs itself, 
thanks to electricity and Mrs. Sanger, and 
her husband provides a comfortable in- 
come to maintain it even if she turned to 
bridge to occupy those hours she now de- 
votes to that mischievous fad, a job. 

But that is hardly the picture of the 
working woman as statistics and history 
paint her. She is not the wife of a man 


whose income has been scaled for the 
support of a whole family. She is not able 


to return to the idyllie home life of a hun- 
dred years ago because the same forces 
which propelled her out of it — much 
against her will—still exist. The luxury 
of leisure has never been hers and the 
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work she once did, a century or so ago, 
to hold the home together has now moved 
out of the home, 

Once it was economical for a woman to 
grow her own vegetables on her own land, 
can them herself and contribute to the 
family income by her labor. Once it was 
intelligent for her to weave and spin and 
sew. But the distribution machinery of 
the world is not today arranged to make 
this possible. A home must be near the 
town or city where a man works. And 


suburban lots are not planned for the 


grazing of sheep or the growing of flax. 
A woman must replace by wages the con- 
tribution she once made in toil. And the 
children, who were economic assets in an 
agricultural society, are now an expense 
to rear. The average husband’s work, 
alone, cannot support a household in 
which neither the wife nor children do 
their share. It never has and, this side 
of technocracy, there seems no reason to 
suppose it ever will. 

But modern economic conditions have 
made it impossible for a wife to do her 
share unless she has a job. 

You can, of course, offer a plan that 
would scrap modern economic conditions. 
You can try to return to the Middle Ages, 
when women worked within the house- 
hold. But if you do, you must destroy a 
great many things that are typical of the 
modern world. You must recapture the 
whole of the past, if you are to ask woman 
to return to past conditions. You can- 
not send her back to a home that ceased 
to exist a hundred years ago. 

Our ideas of a sharp distinction in the 
duties of men and women comes from the 


fact that so many of our conceptions are 
formed from a literature that concerned 
itself only with the upper classes, and 
that those classes, for so long, made wars 
the usual work of their men. Even in the 
days of the Crusades there were millions 
of unremembered women working, side by 
side, with their men at the plow and be- 
hind the counters of the little shops. They 
were not considered advanced or freakish. 


They were hospitably received and allowed 
to work with no thought of maximum 


hours per week to protect their constitu- 
tions. But then, they were not receiving 
wages. | 

It is one of woman’s misfortunes that 
the trading has always been done by the 
man of the household while she, presum- 
ably, was kept close to the house by the 
chronic business of bearing children. So 
that the intrusion of women into the 
world of finance, on even the humblest 
terms, has always seemed an impertience 
to man. That she should be paid equal 
wages for equal work is still too ludicrous 
a suggestion to be included in the codes 
under the NRA. Women workers are 
snapped up at bargain counter rates by 
employers who are cutting down on ex- 
penses. They are the coolie labor of the 
western world simply because the idea 
of women and money in combination is 
perennially distasteful to the body of men. 

There is a world-wide effort to push 
women out of their jobs—a blind, thought- 
less movement based on the fallacious 
idea that a cozy sixteenth century home, 
complete with butter churn and spinning 
wheel, is waiting for every woman who 
works today. It does not. If you rob the 


Equal Rights 
modern woman of her modern job, you 


rob her of any chance at self-support 


whatsoever. You bring about a very new 
and very serious situation in the world— 
that in which every man, on his meagre 
salary, tries to support a drone wife—a 
situation in which a man has nothing to 


gain from marriage and half his income 


to lose, a situation in which no average 


father can afford to provide shelter for 


his unmarried daughters, no man will 


marry them, no jobs are open to them. 


It is a situation in which, in its extreme 
implications, all women except the wives 
of rich men will be thrown out into the 
world to starve, and all jobs will be held 
down by bachelors. 

Bribery and appeals to patriotism can- 
not blind the public to such fundamental 
facts as these—if they could, we should 
have heard word from Italy, before this, 
of an enormous increase in marriage and 
the birth rate. Instead the Italian gov- 


ernment has, so far as I know, preserved a 


discreet silence on how their bachelor’s 
tax is working out—on how the premium 
offered on the birth of every child is being 
received by mothers whose wages for a 
single year would more than compensate 
for the amount on which they are asked 
to bring up a child to manhood. 

Women have already lost their chance 
to add to the real income of the family 
by their work in the home—the machine 
age has seen to that. It is now suggested 
that they be deprived of their right to 
work outside the home. Women are being 
pushed, by Mr. Nathan and his sympa- 
thizers, to the municipal lodging-house 
and the ann line. 


Verbatim Record the Fifth Ordinary Session the 


PROPOSAL OF CERTAIN Con- 
CERNING THE STATUS or WoMEN: 
COMMUNICATION BY THE PRESIDENT 


The President: 

Translation: The delegations will have 
received a document containing the text 
of a letter dated September 26, 1934, from 
the following delegations to the President 
of the Assembly: Argentine Republic, 
Bolivia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Haiti, 
Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Peru and 
Uruguay, relating to the question of the 
status of women. The letter reads as 
follows: 


“In consideration of the fact that the 
League of Nations is an international or- 


ganization designed to defend human 


rights, the following delegations deem it 
urgent that the League take cognizance 
of the present widespread and alarming 
encroachments upon the rights and liber- 
ties of women, and, recognizing that the 
League has no more loyal supporters in 
its work for international peace than the 
women of the world, believe that the 


THIRTEENTH PLENARY MEETING 
Thursday, September 27, 1934, 
at 5.30 P. M. 


League should show its appreciation of 
the services of women by giving imme- 
diate attention to every circumstance im- 
periling their welfare. 

“Since the Bureau has found it impos- 
sible to give consideration at the present 
time to the subject of the nationality of 
women and has, we understand, put this 
subject on the agenda of the next session 
of the Assembly, we, the undersigned, re- 
quest that there be included on the 
agenda, not only the subject of women’s 
nationality, but also the entire status of 
women, giving particular attention to the 
Treaty signed by four Governments at 
Montevideo (December, 1933) to remove 
all legal distinctions based on sex. 

“We also request the Assembly or the 
proper authorities, as an emergency mat- 
ter, to bring the whole critical situation 
affecting the position of women before the 
Council of the League at the earliest pos- 
sible moment. 


Assembly the League Nations 


(Signed) 
F. (Peru). 
Dr. G. Patrmrson (Cuba). 
M. A. Costa pu RLS (Bolivia). 
Dr. B. Porras (Panama). 
Dr. E. Bracun (Dominican Republic). 
F. CastiuLo Nagera (Mexico). 
J. M. Cantito (Argentine). 
M. Mayarp (Haiti). 
M. A. Bauer (Honduras). 
M. Guani (Uruguay).” 


The delegations in question wish to 
have this subject placed on the agenda of 


the next ordinary session of the Assembly, 


in order that the question of the national- 
ity of women, which it has already been 
suggested should be placed on the agenda 
of the next session, may be widened in 
scope. 

The request put forward by these dele- 
gations on this subject has been noted, 
and I will leave it to the Secretary-Gen- 
eral to take the necessary action on the 
various points raised in the letter. 
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December 8, 1934 


OLOMON’S advice to “Go to the ant 
S . . . consider her ways and be wise” 


is not only the better part of wisdom, | 


but of science also, according to a recent 
editorial in The New York Times, en- 


titled “Consider the Ant.” 


“If embryologists and evolutionists find 
it useful to correlate the structure and 
functions of man with those of lower 
animals,” the writer asks, “is there not 
reason to believe that something may be 
learned by comparing the social systems 
of men and insects? Professor William 
Morton Wheeler of Harvard does so in 
The Scientific Monthly, with results that 
would have pleased Dean Swift. Some 
10,000 species of social insects are doing 
their best to set an example of loyalty, 
cooperation and devotion to the highest 
ideals. Some of these exemplars of correct 
social behavior began as long as a hun- 
dred million years ago to live in model 
communities. In comparison man is a 


League of Nations Calls on Woman Expert 
HE committee instructed by the 

League of Nations to study the 
plebiscite of the Saar territory has ap- 
pointed Sarah Wanbaugh, an American, 


as one of the three experts to prepare the 


draft regulations on methods of voting. 
Miss Wanbaugh has already acted as ex- 
pert adviser to the Peruvian Government 
for the Tacna-Arica plebiscite. 


Married Teachers HE long-stand- 


The Christian ee 


Science Monitor whether women 
‘ uld be 
November 24, 1984, Teachers sho 


dropped from facul- 
ties when they 
marry is entirely beside the point, Dr. 
David Wilber Peters, director of instruc- 
tion for the Virginia Department of Edu- 
cation, believes. Noting that pupil wel- 
fare is the vital issue, he concludes from 
a nation-wide survey that if any relation- 
ship exists between marital status and 
teaching effectiveness, it favors the mar- 
ried teachers. 

Dr. Peters made a cross-section study of 
5,000 married and single teachers. His 
survey showed the former taught longer 
in the school system, excelled in aver- 
age number of teaching positions held, 
and in number of semester hours in col- 
lege extension courses, and spent more 
time in professional and general reading 
and preparation for teaching duties. They 
also took more interest in out-of-class and 
civic activities. 

The standard argument that married 


Ideals and Ants 


mere upstart. His age is not more than a 
million years, sc that his community life 
is but an expression of ‘social infantilism 
or immaturity.’ | 

“If man is socially unstable, it is be- 
cause of the ‘problem of the male,’ in Pro- 
fessor Wheeler’s opinion. He is a restless, 
aggressive criminal. Such insects as the 
ants, bees and wasps settle the problem he 
presents by reducing him to futility and 
elevating the female. Woman reigns su- 
preme among them—several kinds of 
women, in fact. The termites go even fur- 
ther. Keeping only a single monogamous 
male, they reduce the queen’s offspring to 


sterility and set them‘‘to work with their 


equally sterile sisters in the kitchens, din- 
ing rooms and nurseries, and at building 


and defending the termitary instead of 


permitting them to sit around like a lot 
of social parasites and annoy the females.’ 


“No well-disciplined, self-governing 


colony of ants or bees would tolerate the 


Feminist Notes 


First Woman Justice Honored 


HE memory of Esther Morris, first 


woman justice of the peace in the 
world, was honored recently when the 
Wyoming Historical Landmarks Commis- 
sion erected a granite monument on the 
site of her old home and office at South 
Pass in the gold mining region. No cere- 
mony was held, but a memorable obser- 
vance is planned next year. 


Press Comment 


teachers have too many home activities 


to be effective pedagogues seems to be re- 


futed by Dr. Peters’ study. An efficient 


teacher, arbitrarily assigned to light 


home duties because of school regulations, 
may be a community loss. To this end, 
the Virginia Education Association, later 
this month, will consider a resolution pro- 
viding that “efficiency rather than marital 
status be the determining factor in em- 
ployment of teachers.” 


Sees Equal Rights EW Tonk, Nov. 


Amendment 17 (A.P.)—A 
Within Year prediction that the 


Equal Rights 
Amendment would 
be a part of the 
United States Con- 
stitution within a year was made by Mrs. 
Harvey Wiley of Washington today be- 
fore the annual Convention of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. | 
More than 150 Feminists heard Mrs. 
Wiley predict that Equal Rights for men 
and women would be enacted into law 
“provided women really want it.” 


The Baltimore Sun, 
November 18, 1934. 
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conduct of the human male. That worthy, 
as Professor Wheeler sees him, is forever 
killing something because he is hungry 
or because he likes to hunt; fighting with 
other males for a mate, or struggling for 


some selfish object. Wasps or bees would 


not even jail such a creature. They would 
kill him. From his anthropoid ancestors 
he has inherited intense egoism, pugnacity 
and the unsocial instincts that have al- 
ways kept society in a state of turmoil. 
Professor Wheeler sees us confronted with 
a trilemma. We must find some means 
of socializing the large body of males that 
threaten to wreck civilization. Or we must 
return to a more unprogressive society 
resembling the termite state. Or we must 
lapse ‘into something like Spengler’s Fel- 
lahin society.’ Professor Ernst Bergmann 
of the University of Leipzig agrees. Crush 


the male and save society is his formula. 


Go to the ant, consider her social ways 
and be wise.” 


Fills Important Post in Tokyo 
ISS BARBARA WERTHEIM of 
Newark, N. J., recently completed 
a voyage by air and sea to Japan, where 
she has taken charge of the Institute of 
Pacific Relations at Tokyo. Miss Wert- 
heim is the 22-year-old daughter of Mau- 
rice Wertheim, New York banker, and 
granddaughter of Henry Morgenthau, for- 
mer Ambassador to Turkey. 


Laura Berrien of Washington, Treasur- 
er of the Party, urged her hearers to 
make passage of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment “the first order of business.? 

„J have always felt that women could 
not be the patriots they should be when 
denied equality,” she said. 

_ Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles of Wil- 
mington, Del., Acting National Chairman 
of the Party, criticized the Federal Gov- 
ernment for “setting a bad precedent in 
the matter of legal justice to women.” 

Not only are there discriminations 
against women in more than a hundred 
of the codes, she asserted, but Section 213 
of the Economy Act discriminates against 
women in Government service. 

“This has resulted in the disaffection of 
a number of women who have long and 
faithfully and efficiently served our Gov- 
ernment,” she said. 

“We hope that at the coming session of 
Congress this section will be amended so 


as to restore to these women who have 


been so unjustly dealt with the positions 
they have so long and ably filled. 
“Let us write the principle of justice 
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into the Constitution with the passage of 
the Equal Rights Amendment.” i 

Miss Nina Strandberg, President of the 
Feminist League of Finland, said that in 
the Finnish Constitution of 1919 women 
were given Equal Rights with men. 


She said Finnish women still were on 


the alert for any possible discrimination. 


Only two professions, the clergy and mili- 
tary service, are barred to women, she as- 


serted, and fourteen of 200 members of 
Parliament are women. 


A promise to introduce the Equal 


Rights Amendment on the opening day of 
Congress was made in a telegram from 
Representative Louis Ludlow (Dem., 
Ind.), read tonight at a banquet. 

“To my mind, nothing is more funda- 


mental than establishing this measure of 
justice for women at once,” the telegram 


MESSAGE SENT TO THE NATIONAL 
WOMAN’S PARTY CONVENTION, 
NOVEMBER 16, 17 AND 18, IN 
NEW YORK, BY JUDGE GENE- 
VIEVE R. CLINE, OF THE UNITED 
STATES CUSTOM COURT. 


To the National Woman’s Party: , 

I regret exceedingly that my absence 
from New York on a court circuit in the 
Middle West prevents my being with you 
in person tonight. A new deal for women 
should be expressed in an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. 


(Signed) Genevieve R. Cline. 


Equal Rights 


read. “Women have stood by the coun- 
try in every way and it is not too much 
to expect this Congress to stand by 
women.” 

Senator Royal C. Copeland (Dem., N. 


V.), in another telegram, pledged his 


support and to the proposed 
bill. | 

Among the 150 . to the Conven- 
tion are Mrs. Stephen H. P. Pell, who 
with her husband owns Fort Ticonderoga, 


N. V.; Mrs. Nina Allender of Washington, 


cartoonist; Burnita Shelton Matthews of 
Washington, lawyer; and Rebecca Great- 
house of Washington, former Assistant 
United States Attorney for the District 
of Columbia and cousin of Anne Lind- 
bergh. 


News from the Field 


Against War and Fascism 
N November 11, Armistice Day, a 
great assembly of women was held 
in London against Fascism and war. The 
Chairman, Dorothy E. Evans, told of the 
World Congress of Women in Paris, Au- 


gust 4 to 8, 1934, where 1,200 delegates 


of all classes, creeds, races and political 
opinions met to set up bulwarks against 
the spread of Fascist and Nazi dictator- 
ships which glorify force and degrade the 
status of women. | 

“The women,” said Dorothy Evans, 
“asked the nations to sign a treaty guar- 
anteeing Equal Rights for men and wom- 
en under their laws. Four nations have 
already signed such an Equal Rights 
Treaty. That is one great safeguard. 
That a nation is committed internation- 


ally is the one thing which makes a dic- 


tator pause and modify his tone.” 


The speakers included Professor Levy, 
Madame Duchene, Monica Whately, Mar- 
gery Fry, J. P.; Dr. Stella Churchill and 
Rose Smith. 


At the close of the W the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted: 


We, who have met together on this 
Armistice Day, 1934, to declare our op- 
position to war and Fascism, hereby 
pledge ourselves: 


To active resistance against war and 


against the imperialistic and nationalistic — 


propaganda which breeds war, and also 
to teaching of this character in the 
schools. 

To fight for the diversion of the money 
now poured out on war preparations to 
the economic and social needs of working 
class mothers and children, thousands of 
whom are suffering today from malnu- 
trition and its results. 

To resist every attack on, existing civil 
liberties in this country and every at- 


once. 


A facsimile of the Christmas Card that fill announce to your 


friend your gift of à subscription far Equal Rights. 
Three subscriptions for the price of thus. 


Order at 


| Throughout all the coming year you will 


2 the enjoyment of each nef issue 
bring to pour mind fresh thoughts 
of my lasting good fishes. 


receibe 


Equal Rights 


Bonor’s Tame 


tempt to impose or maintain economic, 
political or social sex inequalities. 

And, further, as a practical step to- 
wards these ends we each pledge our- 
selves to carry on this struggle by the 
fullest cooperative effort in our — 
hood or sphere of work. 


Protest Dismissals of Women From 
| Postal Service | 
Ta meeting of the Council of the 
National Woman’s Party, held in 
New York City following the annual Con- 
vention of the organization, a protest 
was made against the injustice of turning 
twenty-three marxied women out of the 
Postal Service in Michigan and appoint- 
ing other persons to the positions from 
which they had been dismissed. Post- 
master-General Farley was called upon to 
act at once in their behalf. 


The telegram to Postmaster-General 


Farley stated that the women had served 


from fifteen to twenty-three years in the 
Postoffice and were under Civil Service. 
Following is the text of the telegram: 
The National Woman's Party presents 
a strong protest on the injustice of turn- 
ing twenty-three married women out of 
the Postal Service in Michigan and ap- 
pointing other persons to the positions 
from which they have been dismissed. We 
are informed on good authority that these 
women have served from fifteen to twenty 
years in the Postoffice/under Civil Service. 
We plead for the reinstatement of these 
women and urge you to act at once in 
their behalf. | 
(Signed) “FLORENCE Bayarp Hines, 
National Chairman.“ 
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